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VICTIM’S FAN

By LINDA MAN

and DONALD BRADLEY
The Kansas City Star

It was a sum so large even plain-
tiffs Marsha and Billy Good Jr. were
astounded at the damages Jackson
County jurors awarded them for
their son’s death.

“We didn't ask for that,” said
Marsha Good of Ray County, about

going to get anymore?”
Ieﬂ'Good,l? waskilledmzmz
when Blue

1ESSAGE TO DRUNKEN “IU!IS

Jury awards parents $]5 I'I]l]].lOIl in Wrongﬁ_ll-death suit

the vehicle Good was in nea:ly

head—nn.
Asaresu.lltofﬂxewreck,Cax.S?,

was sentenced to five years in

terandsemnd—degreeam:lt.l—lis

‘parole date is in 2006.

The jury’s award was for actual
damages, which cover, among
other things, the loss of compan-
ionship, comfort, guidance and

support.'IheGGodsdidmtaskfor
~ punitive damages, and it’s ques-
tionable whether they will get the

‘entire damage award.

Cox would not comment from
hisjailoellmCamemn,Mo He was

- a former bus driver for the Kansas

CnyAreaTransportanonAndmmy
~said John Kurtz, attomey for the

See ]!JRY, B-2

' JURY: Lawsuit in crash brings $15 million verdict

Continued from B-1

Goods.

Cox’s attorney could not be
reached for comment Friday.

The Goods said they filed the law-
suit because they felt Cox’s criminal
sentence was too light.

“The guy only got a five-year sen-
tence,” Billy Good said. “Jeffrey was
17 years old. He was a kid.

“I think they (the jury) sent a
message out to drunk drivers.”

The Goods said they particularly
were angry when Cox, in a video-
taped interview, responded to the
question of: Is there anything you
‘want to say to the family?

Cox _
shoulders -
said: “I wish it
didn’t happen, I
guess.”

According to
Jury Verdict Re-
search, an Ohio-
based organiza-
tion that gathers
legal data, the national average in
2004 forwrongﬁ:l—deaﬂl claims in-
volving minor males was $937,000.
The average awarded for minor fe-
males was $929,000. -

“The award was very high for
Missouri,” Ken Jones, publisher of

Jeff Good

Missouri Lawyers Weekly magazine,
said Friday from his office in St

Louis. “The $15 million would have
Eseenthefourﬂ: }ﬂghestinMisaouﬁ
t
The ury award in Mis-
souri in 2004 — a $30 million judg-
ment — also was won by Kurtz.
That case was against a 30-year-old

Kansas City man found
for his wife's stabbing death.
The Goods said their son was full
of love and wasn’t afraid to hug.
“He was the peacemaker when-
ever an argument broke out,” Mar-

sha Good said. “He was affection-
ate. By the end of the case, they (the
_jurors) knew who Jeffrey was.”

- Kurtz said he hoped the $15 mil-
lion verdict would make drunken
drivers pause, but doubted whether
anthamonejrmuldmsteﬁa]:m

“It's not ooming soon,”

Kurtz said. “There's not $15 million

ready and waiting to be paid.”

To reach Linda Man, police and
_courts reporter, call
(816) 234-7809 or send e-mail to
- Iman@Jecstar.com.
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Murdered Woman’s Parents
Win $30M Vs. Son-In-Law

Husband Was Acquitted In Criminal Trial

57 Anson 0w

In a case that invites
compirison to the GJ Simp-
son saga. the parents of a
murdered Kansus City
woman won i 530 million
verdiet against their son-in-
law, Wwho previousiy was
acitted in & criminal mial.

Outeagad at the acquittal
= ingnite Todd Jonason's
provious sik-page confession
— Brandy Swops Johnson's
family turned o the eivil
svstern for justice

“The degision in the eriminal trisl was
fusi devastating to the parents.” said the

plaintifls” attoracy, John Kuriz of

iansas Citw,

“And in most cases like thig, there's littls
else tor the farmi-
ly to do but walk
awny. Bul they
had the coursge
to take it back io
iial, to go through it all over again, even
kanwing that the decision of the first jury
wauld be fully in evidence.”

The Plavte County jury reached its verdict
in little more than two hours after a week-
long trial, awarding $15 million in actual
damages and $15 million in punitives.

“Hearing the jury bring back the verdict,
and having them line up to embrace them
afterwards, was deeply gratifving for this
girl’s parents,” said Kuorta.

The May 21 verdict came in Swope, ef al.
i Joimson, & al. A verdigt report on the

giee] Vordicts &
i Sattiernents

'!:JE--_ & . Sy
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case appenred i the May 31 issue.

Murder

Brandy Swope aid Todd Johrson had
been marned {07 twe years when Brandy
was murdered @t their Kansas City, North
apartment on Dee. 19, 1898, She wos
atabbed tn deuth, suffering 26 separate
Imnite wounds, all aver her bady.

Folice wers culfed te the scene by fohie
son, who irst clhaimed thar Brandy coin-
mitied suicide, He later said thut she bad
been killed while he was out with his givl- -
friend, Revonna Nutt, and that he found
her body when he returned to the apart-
ment after having sex with Nutt.

“Johnson was eventually taiken to the
police station, where an interrogation begun
around 7:30 a.m., Kurtz said. Later in the
day, Johnson admitted that he killed |
Brandy, and wrote out a six-page confession
in which he said that he was sick of her, was
sick of her poor housekeeping, and had
grahbed a knife and stabbed her to death.

® continued on PAGE 14
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He alse admitted that his relationship
with Nutt had been a souree of conflict. He
said Brendy had confrontad him on at
lezst vwn neeasions after zshe had found

strands of & woman's hair in their apart-
ment.
Criminal Trial

But Jeknson subsequently recanted his
confession and began to point a fager at
Natt, Kurtz said. And the case ook an
uncxpected turn when Johnson received
a letter while he was in jail that purport-
T-rj to Gr from the real k:]-er The letter
d a piece of cioth stained with his
wife's blood that apparently came from
the murder scene,

The proseention brovght the letter into
e\r'*ainme. attempting to argue that it was
sent by Jehnson'’s father, who the prose-
cutien said had access ts the murder
scene :md & mative to try to create the
i on that somesne eise had com-
t:?d the ¢rime,
ut a defense axpert in “atiribution

; 15,’ who ')rﬁ‘ﬁnud‘v n“d hﬁlp?a to
'\::Lnnrt Ted Kaczyneki o the wrinings of
the Unabomber, testified that the lstter
was wrinen b Nutt.

Johmsen's criminal attorney, Frad
Tughardt, used that festimoeny, along
with the finding of & strand of Nuit’s hair
in Brandy's right hand, 1 argue that
Xatd was the lhller

Nutt tonk the Fifth and did not appear
ar the trial, Kurtz said, jsaving a perfect
“empty chair’ for the defanse to exploit.

I addition, a defense sxpert testifiad
that Jehnson had been suffering from
sieep deprivation snd was unable to think
olearly when he wrote out his confagsion.

The jury acquitted Johnson in a Decem-
ber 2001 trial,

Civil Case
Brandy's parents filed a wronghal death

]

st against both Johnson and Nuit. The
first challengs of the cvil case was serv-
ing the lawsuit on Johnson, Kurtz said.
Members of Johnson’s family, who had
funded his criminz) defense. made it tlear
they were unwilling o assist in locating
hirn.

Eventually 2 private investigator was
appointed as 2 special process zerver, and
Johnson was sue-
cegsfully served in
January 2003.
Shortly thereafter,
Nutt testified in a
deposition that she
had communicatad
with Johnson while
he was avoiding
service of process,
and that he had
told her that aveid-
ing servige “was a
game to him,” Eurtz
said,

Initially, Johnson
was represented in
the rivil case by a
Kanszas Cily area
atterney who never

TS (27G07 70T

“It’s certainly possible that
what we had there was the
aftermath of her confronting
him a third time.”

which be had been asked io name his

experts.

Kurtz also filed 2 motion o exdude e
letter sent to Johnson while he was in
Dprison. arguing that it was bearsay and
lacked indiciz of trostworthimess.

The trial judge, Larry Harmen granted
both of Eurtz’ sma‘tmns,vnmfi;s Tuaren-
teeing that the civil trial would be very &it
the
eriminal trial, Kuriz
said.

“The judge essen-
Hially said, You
can't conduct lifiga-
tion this way’™
Kurtz said. “Yon
can’t spend more
than a vear aveid-
ing service, fail to
answer interrogato-
ries, and preduce
witnesses at the last
minute.”

At the five-day
trial, Kurtz brought
in the police offcers
from the scene. ihe
interrogating offi-

entered his appear- cers, Brandy

ce and eventnally Swope’s father, and
withdrew from the John Kurtz, Kansas City several of ther
case, Attorney for Plaintiff friends. He also

1z December
2003, Jobnaon informed the court that he
intended to represent himself a decision
that proved t¢ be very damaging even
after he brought in Duchardt shortly
before the eivil trial was set to begin,

Duchard! quickly moved for a change of
judge and for a continuance, and indicated
he intended to call the experts he had used

But Kurtz filed a motion to prevent the
last-minnte addition of the experts
because he said Johnson never answered
interrogatories sent 15 months earlier in

called Todd Jobn-
sun, whuse testimony Kurtz deseribed as
“pocky,” sand Nutt.

At least one friend testified that Brandy
had teld her that Johnson threatened her
According to the friend, Brandy said, “If I
end up dead, he’s the one that dig it.”
Brandy also said, according to a witness,
that Johnson threatened to Idll her if she
ever got pregnant,

The plaintifis also provided an alterna-
tive explanation for the presence of Nutt's
hair in Brandy'’s hand, Kurtz said,

“T asked him if he remembered her con-

ir -n‘-:::u ooy 3E"ﬂﬁ -E‘j J'!..ﬁ s

:»ﬂw:'-ﬁ and be sod yes. =i A
then I asked i she had besn holding the
sirand of hair in ber ng_ni band thoss

e =__.;_;’u-.- ="

Defense

Duchardt szid he hes fled & motion for
2 new trial and wonld probably appeal if
the motion is denjed.

“The jury's decision ir this case was not

surprising, hecause the jurors were not
ahbie to hear all of the informmation that we
were able to present at the criminal trial,
he said. “The testimony of cur experts, and
the letter; were crucial to the aequittal in
the criminal trial.

“The decision to exclude them really
broke the caze for the plaindd:”

Brent Winterberg of Kansas City. who
represented Nuitt in the civil trial. said.
“We are happy the plaintifs received the
Jjustice they sought and Johnsen waz prop-
erly identified as the kiflex”

According to Winterberg, there “simply
was no evidence Revonna Nutt had any-
thing to do with the murder of Brandy
Swaope Johoson. It would not have been
possible for Ms, INutt to carry out the mur-
der, get cleaned up and meet Mr Johnson
a very short time late

“On the other hand, there was over
whelming evidence of Todd Johnson's abili-
ty for his wife's death, not the ieast of whizh
was his confession. You have to provide the
Jury with at least a plausible explanation of
why the physical evidence does not mateh
the testimony. [Neither] Mz Johnson, nor hiz
attorney, were able to explain crucia) pieces
of physical evidence that did not match M=
Johnson's testimony:”
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Deceased Person(s)l

3 fathers/husbands approx.
30 years of age

Honorably discharged WWII
veteran, Purple Heart winner,
husband and father

46 year-old husband and
father of three

2 mothers, 4 children & friend

WRONGFUL DEATH CASES]

|Circumstances of Death

3 Deaths When Boat Sank

14’ bass boat manufactured by Champion Boats,
Inc. had insufficient flotation foam and did not
meet U.S. Coast Guard standards. When it sank,
all three men died of hypothermia/drowning.

Murder in Veterans Hospital by Nurse

Nurse murdered the patient within 17 hours of
hospital admission. Registered nurse at VA
Hospital in Columbia, Missouri had been
negligently retained in his position.

Police Raid of Wrong House

Man was at home asleep with his wife and
daughter when raid by three law enforcement
agencies (25 officers) in middle of night led to his
being shot and killed.

Seven Deaths in House Fire
Two mothers, four children, and a guest all
died due to smoke inhalation in a re-worked

duplex. Worst house fire in history of Kansas City.

|Court

Shawnee County, Kansas
District Court. Lead counsel
was Topeka attorney John J.
Bryan.

United States District Court
for the Western District of
Missouri

204 F. 3d 815 (8th Cir. 2000)

United States District Court
for the District of Kansas

Jackson County, Missouri
Circuit Court



Plaintifiisil

74 year-old WWII veteran

6 year-old boy

45 year-old husband and father

Widow and daughter of
nursing home resident

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CASE

[Circumstances of Case]

Severed Catheter of Dialysis Patient

Dialysis nurse severed the patient’s Tessio catheter,
causing major blood loss, brain stem infarct,

Code 1 unresponsiveness, seizures, prolonged
hospitalization, and permanent life changes.

Buried Penis Due to Circumcision
Circumcision of infant boy led to

retraction of penis into his body. He was left
with no external penis. This is known to

result from negligently performed circumcisions.

Surgery-Caused Paralysis

Patient walked into hospital for odontoid
surgery. During surgery, impact was made
with spinal cord. At that moment, he became
a quadriplegic for life.

Unsafe Nursing Home Equipment

Patient was placed into a bed with defective
bed rail. This led to a fractured hip which,
in turn, led to death.

Jackson County, Missouri
Circuit Court

Saline County, Kansas
District Court

Jackson County, Missouri
Circuit Court

Wyandotte County,
Kansas District Court



Plaintifiisil

Municipal Police Officer

25 year-old man, former
Capt. of Kansas State
Wildcat Football Team

[CIVIL RIGHTS CASES|

[Circumstances of Case]

Retaliation for Reporting Misconduct
Police officer was terminated by city after
disclosing misconduct of police chief and
other city officials, specifically including the
falsification of police documents.

False Arrest and Race Discrimination
African-American man entered bank to
conduct business. Police were summoned
to detain him in the parking lot. United
States District Judge condemned this as
race discrimination in a 39-page opinion.

United States District Court
for Western District of
Missouri

United States District Court
for the District of Kansas



Plaintif!!s!l

22 year-old man

35 year-old husband
and father

Husband and father

[PRODUCTS LIABILITY|

|Circumstances of Casel

Amputation of Foot and Ankle

Paver equipment caused young man to lose
his lower leg through traumatic amputation by
auger. Lawsuit was against manufacturer.

Amputation of Leg Above Knee

Grain elevator worker lost leg in below-floor
auger. Lawsuit was against manufacturer
of product as well as installers.

Defective Catwalk

Man suffered back fractures due to defective
catwalk. In particular, the safety chain was
improperly fastened. Lawsuit was against
engineer, contractor and fabricator.

|Court

Jackson County, Missouri
Circuit Court

Kansas State Court

Atchison County, Kansas
District Court



Plaintifiisil

Mother and father and two
children

Young Cuban immigrant

2 deputy sheriffs

Professional woman and
mother

|OTHER TORTS|

[Circumstances of Case]

Misrepresentation About Flooding History
Home sellers misrepresented flooding nature
of area and home. Children almost drowned
during flood.

Bondsman’s Seizing Wrong Person

Bonding company took brother of bonded

person into custody, despite protestations as

to true identity. The first trial yielded a favorable
verdict for actual damages. The Missouri

Court of Appeals ordered a second trial on
punitive damages only, and those were awarded.

Bondsman Framed Sheriff’s Deputies
Criminal accused deputies of beating him,
but later admitted that bondsman had done
it. Bondsman told the criminal that he
needed to say the police beat him.

False Accusations Toward Nurse

Nurse was subjected to arrest warrant despite
fact that insufficient funds check had been paid.
She was taken into custody, transferred between
law enforcement agencies, and given a court date
before case was eventually dismissed.

Johnson County, Kansas
District Court

Jackson County, Missouri
Circuit Court

3 S.W. 3d 891 (Mo. App.
W.D. 1999)

Cass County, Missouri
Circuit Court

Pettis County, Missouri
Circuit Court
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