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The cases shown on the following pages are
cases that were either tried in court (judge
or jury) or else settled without the necessity
of a trial. It has been an honor to represent
all of our clients through all of the years.

The successful finalization of the cases

listed below and described on the following

pages has caused us to feel honored and
privileged to represent these good people in

these meaningful cases.




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

HELEN HAVRUM
Plaintiff
V. Case No. 95-4207-CV-C-5

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Defendant










IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

BOBBY & SHERRY THOMPSON &
ELAINE CUNNINGHAM
Plaintiffs

V. Case No. 98-2491-KHV
CITY OF FONTANA, KANSAS
GEORGE WRIGHT
DARLINE CARTER and
GENNYFER KEES

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Defendants

RACE DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT REGARDING
ONLY BLACK RESIDENT IN THE CITY OF
FONTANA, KANSAS AND ONLY INTER-RACIAL
MARRIAGE IN THE TOWN

Bobby and Sherry Thompson were subjected to racial
discrimination in their hometown, up to and including the
leaving of a noose in their driveway. Their lawsuit was against
the City and three members of the City Council.

The eventual resolution included compensation to Mr. & Mrs.
Thompson and also the placement of the plaque (shown on the
following page) at a significant point on the town square with Mr.
and Mrs. Thompson’s names appearing along with members of the
City Council, all on the same plaque.




Placement Of The Following Plaque On The Town
Square Was Part Of The Settlement




IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHAWNEE COUNTY, KANSAS

JULIE L. BROOKS & ESTATE OF JEFFREY S. BROOKS
BRANDI N. BROOKS and KALEY L. BROOKS No. 98-CV-1543
AMY E. BUCKLEY & ESTATE OF ANTHONY D. BUCKLEY

JUSTIN A. BUCKLEY and MATTHEW S. BUCKLEY No. 98-CV-1542

)

)

)

)

i

JANE K. STOTTS & ESTATE OF RANDALL B. STOTTS )
CONNOR J. STOTTS and GABRIELLE R. STOTTS ) No.98-CV-1511

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

Plaintiffs
V.

CHAMPION BOATS, INC., a foreign corporation

Defendant

PRODUCTS LIABILITY CLAIM AGAINST BOAT
MANUFACTURER

3 Fathers/Husbands (Approximately 30 Years Of
Age) All Died When Their Boat Sank.




The claims made by the widows and children of the three deceased men were
as follows:

(a) A structure which did not meet the basic flotation requirements of
the United States Coast Guard for all craft less than 20 feet in
length built or sold in the United States. These requirements
specify that a swamped recreational boat must still float level with
the bow and stern above the water so as to provide support for the
persons on board.

(b) The boat’s relative tenderness or low stability as to rolling/healing.

(c) The boat’s low freeboard or height of the site above the water.

(d) The structure of the boat which allows water to come over the side
and swamp the boat when a majority of the occupants’ weight is
centered near or on either gunwale.

As a direct and proximate result of the defective design, manufacture, distribution,
and/or sale of the said 14-foot Champion Runabout/Bass Outboard boat,
plaintiffs’ decedents suffered the injuries and deaths.

The damage claims by the widows and children were as follows:

(a) mental anguish, suffering, bereavement, loss of society,
companionship, comfort, protection, and other non-pecuniary loss.

(b) loss of care and attention, reasonable funeral expenses, medical
expenses, loss of services, advice, protection, and other components of
pecuniary loss.




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

LINDA HEARD, et al. )

Plaintiffs )

v. )

)
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ) Case No. 00-2173-JWL

OF MIAMI COUNTY, KANSAS )

CITY OF PAOLA, KANSAS )
CITY OF OSAWATOMIE, Kansas, et al. )
)
)

Defendants

POLICE RAID WRONG HOME,
KILLING THE FATHER/ HUSBAND.

FAMILY AWARDED $3.5 MILLION FOR
THE WRONGFUL DEATH.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

NANCY TELLIS,
LEMONTE TELLIS
MARQUITA TELLIS
MICHAELLE TELLIS

ERICKA TELLIS

ASHLEY DILLARD, a Minor

By Next Friend, Pamela Rambo
DARIEN WOODS, a Minor

By Next Friend, Gwendolyn Woods

Plaintiffs

as defendant
ad litem for deceased wrongdoer
DERRICK THOMAS

Defendant

Case #00CV226658




The Tellis family has requested that the following information be shared
with any other families in similar situations:

e Wrongful death actual damages judgments or settlements are not
“Income” and are not taxable as income.

e This could affect any recipient’s application for government
assistance.

e Wrongful death proceeds have been used at times to offset the need to
use the caretaker’s personal savings or retirement to provide care for
surviving family members.




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT KANSAS CITY

HTAIN and SUSAN WIN
AKL AL-NAIYAR
DAVID STEWART
Plaintiffs Case No. CV98-020567

EUGENE NIEKAMP, JR.
NANCY NIEKAMP, and
WILLIAM LEWIS

Defendants

THE KANSAS CITY STAR










IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI

PATRICIA SWOPE
RONALD SWOPE
Case No. CV1018917CC

)

)

Plaintiffs )

V. )
)

)

)

)

TODD JOHNSON
REVONNA NUTT
Defendants

Wrongful Death of Daughter.
Murdered Woman’s Parents Awarded $30 Million

Beautiful Brandy
26 years old
Married for 26 months
Stabbed 26 times




Brandy’s parents Ron & Patricia Swope after
unanimous jury verdict at Clay County
Courthouse, with their lawyer




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

MARSHA GOOD and
BILLY G. GOOD, JR.
Plaintiffs
V. Case No. 02CV222909
WILLIAM J. COX Division 13
Defendant










IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

STEVEN KEM DAVIS and
DEBBIE DAVIS
Plaintiffs

V. Case No. 01CV228656
DR. MICHAEL L. COPELAND

and
NORTHEASTERN NEUROLOGICAL
SURGERY, P.C.

Div. 11

— — — — — — — — —

Defendants

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CASE REGARDING
QUADRAPLEGIA

Mr. Kim Davis was involved in an automobile collision and suffered a
fracture. The allegations of medical negligence against the
neurosurgeon were as follows:

Failing to timely and
appropriately obtain
adequate
communication with
specialty consultants
before surgery.

Performing a procedure
which defendant
Copeland was not
qualified to perform.

Failing to warn plaintiff
Mr. Davis of the
dangers involved with
the surgery to be
performed.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimxJmM--7OAhVDZCYKHRnVBtYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.physiocomestoyou.co.uk/blog/how-cervical-spine-injuries-are-managed-in-children/&psig=AFQjCNHixv9SwGPvBVbidBbT7doz8BUKyg&ust=1472846539787815�

Failing to obtain informed consent regarding the dangers
involved with the surgery to be performed.

Failing to exercise proper care during the surgical procedure so
as to avoid any impact or damage to the spinal cord and/or the
nervous system.

Failing to perform adequate supervision, evaluation and
monitoring during the surgical process.

Failing to provide and/or enforce adequate standards, rules,
regulations, protocols and/or safeguards to insure a complete,
accurate and timely evaluation of the patient.

Failing to use appropriate and functional equipment during the
surgical process.

Failing to prevent the guide-wire /K-wire’s penetration of the
spinal cord.

Failing to place the guide-wire /K-wire correctly in that the
original placement through the cortex of the odontoid was
inappropriate and thus allowed the penetration of the spinal
cord.

Failing to use the fluoroscopy equipment in the operating room in
an appropriate fashion to assure that the guide wire/K-wire
would not penetrate the spinal cord.

Failing to consider fully the possibility that non-operative
management would have been appropriate and to have proceeded
accordingly.

The damages alleged by Mr. and Mrs. Davis were as follows:

As a direct result of defendants’ negligence, plaintiff Mr. Davis
sustained the following severe, permanent and progressive

damages:




(8)

(h)

devastating neurological deficits, both permanent and
temporary, including quadriplegia, weakness, and sensory
deficits;

development of a permanent disability as to normal
ambulation;

severe physical pain;
severe emotional and mental anguish;

past, present and future expenses for medical care, medication,
hospitalization and surgery;

humiliation and embarrassment;

impairment of past, present and future enjoyment of life, play
and rest;

loss of time and wages from employment and loss of power and
ability to work and labor.

As a direct and proximate result of defendants’ negligence, plaintiff
Debbie Davis has been deprived of:

her husband’s services, society, association,
companionship.

Her enjoyment thereof has and will in the future be
lessened, impaired, and diminished.

She has had to provide care for plaintiff Mr. Davis on a daily
basis.

She has also lost income as a result.













IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY MISSOURI

DEBBIE MESZAROS )
Plaintiff )
V. )
K.C.P.I. SECURITY, INC. ) Case No. 0516-CV-12683
and )
)
)
)
)

K.C.P.I. SECURITY, L.L.C.
and
VINCENT FLORES, #1126235
Defendants

WRONGFUL DEATH OF BROTHER

Defendant Flores shot and killed Gerald Meszaros at a time when
plaintiff Debbie Meszaros (Gerald’s sister) was with her brother in
his car. The bullet(s) came very close to her. Her brother died in

the car, sitting right beside her on that fateful night.




Jerry dearly loved his severely disabled sister Debbie. When
he died, she was right beside him.

DEFENDANT FLORES’ CAR IS SHOWN BELOW




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

DIANE MCINTOSH,
PAMELA JORDAN and Case No. 0516-CV05978
WILLIAM JORDAN, Division No. 14
LAYLA McKENZE SIMMONS, by her Next Friend
MCKAYLA MARIE SIMMONS, by her Next Friend
SAHIZER DAVIS,
VANESSA JOHNSON,
Plaintiffs
V.
CHARTER INDEMNITY COMPANY,
ESTATE OF LINCOLN CARTY
DUKE’S STEAK HOUSE & SPORTS BAR, LLC
ROBERT C. ROWE
Defendants

DRUNK DRIVING DEATHS LEAD TO
INSURANCE PAYMENTS AND SALE OF BAR

Several lawyers joined together in suing an insurer, the drunk
driver’s estate, the bar, and the bar’s owner on behalf of the 3
grieving families and the one injured survivor.




Claims made on behalf of the families who had lost loved ones in
this tragic collision included a claim against Duke’s Steakhouse &
Sports Bar where alcohol had been served to Lincoln Carty prior to
the collision. Allegations against Duke’s Steakhouse & Sports Bar
were as follows:

Prior to the above-described collision, Lincoln Carty was a
business patron of defendant Dukes Bar.

Defendant Duke’s Bar by and through its agents and

employees and also defendant Rowe personally as well as by and
through his agents and employees knowingly served intoxicating
liquor to Lincoln Carty at a time when he was visibly intoxicated.

The actions and omissions of the agents and employees of
defendants were all within the course and scope of their
employment for defendants.

Defendant Rowe, as the owner and/or manager and/or as a
bartender and server at Duke’s Bar, is responsible for knowingly
serving intoxicating liquor to Lincoln Carty for consumption at
Duke’s Bar at a time when he was visibly intoxicated.




Mark Simmons Tabitha Jordan Barak Acar
Zest iw Peace Zest in Peace Zest in Peace

On March 13, 2004, our three children were killed instantly at 10:20 p.m. on Highway 210 when
a drunk driver crossed the center line and crashed into them head-on. We hold them in our hearts
forever, but today (and every year on this date) we reach out to everyone in the hope that you can be
spared the heartaches we suffered. The United States has almost 40,000 deaths per year from
automobile accidents, and about 40 % are due to drunk driving.

To Alcohol Providers: For bars, restaurant owners, and even individuals who serve alcohol,
please work to be responsible and to save lives. Missouri law makes reference to stopping the service
when a person is “visibly intoxicated.” We parents urge you to stop sooner than that and to raise the
value of human life over profits. You can make a difference.

To Young People and Everyone Else:  The driver who killed our children was himself only 24 years
old, and we join his family for his loss. His blood alcohol content was .182. Please Please Please do
NOT drink and drive. Your lives and the lives of the other people on the roads are too precious to be

lost because of alcohol. You can make a difference.

FROM OUR ENDLESS SORROW EMERGES OUR ENDLESS HOPE THAT THIS
MESSAGE WILL HELP PEOPLE OF GOOD WILL MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES.

Diane Mclntosh Pamela and William Jordan Sahizer Davis
Mother of Mark Simmons Parents of Tabitha Jordan Mother of Barak Acar




IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHAWNEE COUNTY, KANSAS

DONNA M. KAHLE, AS EXECUTRIX OF THE )

ESTATE OF GALE DEAN KAHLE, AND DONNA M.) Case No. 2007-CV-001817
KAHLE, CHRISTOPHER KAHLE AND TODD )

KAHLE, HEIRS AT LAW OF GALE DEAN KAHLE

)
)
Plaintiffs )

V. )
ROBERT L. PETERSON, M.D. )
)

)

Defendant

There was a massive pulmonary embolus. The standard of
care was breached when Mr. Kahle returned to the emergency
room and the emergency room physician failed to diagnose
and treat him. Wrongful death, medical malpractice case.




HERE IS WHAT TYPICALLY HAPPENS IN THE

PULMONARY EMBOLUS EXPERIENCE:

e Shortness of breath that may occur suddenly.
« Sudden, sharp chest pain that may become worse with deep breathing
or coughing.
Rapid heart rate.
Rapid breathing.
Sweating.
Anxiety.
Coughing up blood or pink, foamy mucus.
Fainting.
Heart palpitations.
Signs of shock.

AND, OF COURSE, IT CAN MEAN DEATH.



http://www.webmd.com/pain-management/guide/whats-causing-my-chest-pain
http://www.webmd.com/first-aid/coughs
http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/pulse-measurement
http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/hyperhidrosis2
http://www.webmd.com/anxiety-panic/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/lung/coughing-up-blood
http://www.webmd.com/brain/understanding-fainting-basics
http://www.webmd.com/heart-disease/guide/what-causes-heart-palpitations
http://www.webmd.com/hw-popup/shock-in-adults-and-older-children

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

ANNETTE HOLZER

Plaintiff
Case No: 0716-CV00803
Division No.: 16

V.

)
)
)
HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL, INC. )
GOODRICH CORPORATION )
DUKES, INC. )
ROURKE AVIATION, INC. )
FOSTER’S PROPELLER SERVICE, INC. )
AIRCRAFT ACCESSORIES )
OF OKLAHOMA, INC )
RICHARD M ABERNATHY )
KIM LEE )
Defendants )

WRONGFUL DEATH AGAINST AIRPLANE

MANUFACTURER & OTHERS

KEVIN HOLZER
Husband and Father
September 17, 1954 - January 21, 2005




Plane crashes in Kansas City suburb; five killed

OVERLAND PARK, Kan. (AP) — A twin-engine plane was reduced to "bits and pieces" after it crashed into
a home in a Kansas City suburb, killing all five people on board and leaving a fiery trail of destruction in the
well-to-do neighborhood.

The plane
clipped a
street lamp
and several
trees as it
broke up
shortly after
takeoff.
Luckily, no
one on the
ground was
hurt.

AP
The plane, which went down shortly after takeoff Friday, clipped a street lamp and several trees as it broke
up, slamming into two vehicles and coming to rest at the foundation of a home. No one on the ground was
hurt. The crash spread aviation fuel and wreckage across several blocks. The back porch of the home —
owned by the Baltimore Orioles pitcher Jason Grimsley — was extensively damaged, and a truck and a
sport utility vehicle were destroyed. Aside from its small windows and some numerical markings, the
Cessna 421C Golden Eagle Il "was very hard to identify to be an airplane,” said Overland Park Fire Chief
Dennis Meyers. "It was totally destroyed," Meyers said. "It was just all bits and pieces." Two of the victims
had been on their way to the Bahamas for a vacation given by members of their congregation at Parkway
Baptist Church, WDAF-TV reported Friday. The victims, Armour Stephenson, 49, and Shirley Stephenson,
46, were pastors at the church. The crash came after the plane left Johnson County Executive Airport. The
airport's control tower had handed the plane over to regional air traffic controllers, who never heard from the
pilot, said Bob Perry, the county airport commission's director of aviation. "That's when they knew there was
something wrong," Perry said. Grimsley was not in the home at the time of the crash, but his wife, Dana,
and 5-year-old daughter, Rayne, were in the home. Neither was hurt. "I heard it coming down," Dana
Grimsley told The Kansas City Star. "l looked to my right and saw it come down. It was in a different room ol
the house, so | didn't see it hit. | ran upstairs from the basement with Rayne. We called 911 and ran out.”
Grimsley said it appeared that the pilot, identified as James L. Kingston, 60, tried desperately to avoid
hitting anything as the plane went down. "From what | saw, at the last second you could see the pilot did
everything he could to avoid the house," Grimsley told The Star. The city identified the other victims as
Lewis Bradley Smith, 73, and Kevin W. Holzer, 50.

A particularly moving and memorable event during the course of the case was
the deposition of Mrs. Annette Holzer, widow of Kevin Holzer. When asked
about the time that something in particular had occurred, her answer was,
“The summer before WE died.” She did not realize the use of the plural
pronoun “we.” Later, she certainly was touched to realize what she had said.

Later insight was gained at the funeral of a fellow lawyer’s mother where
the priest said this:

“It is certainly true that...when someone dearly loved by us
dies...part of us dies with them. BUT, it is very important
to remember and know that, at the same time, part of
them lives on in us.”




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

ARMOUR D. STEPHENSON, III )
PATRICK G. STEPHENSON )
GIA A. STEPHENSON )
MICHAEL D. RAHN )
Plaintiffs )
V. ) Case No:0716-CV00817
)
HONEYWELL INTERNATIONAL, INC. ) Division 17
GOODRICH CORPORATION )
DUKES, INC. )
ROURKE AVIATION, INC )
FOSTER’S PROPELLER SERVICE, INC. )
AIRCRAFT ACCESSORIES )
OF OKLAHOMA, INC. )
RICHARD M ABERNATHY )
KIM LEE )
Defendants )

WRONGFUL DEATH AGAINST AIRPLANE
MANUFACTURER & OTHERS

Husband Father Wife Mother
Armour David Stephenson, Jr. Shirley Faye Stephenson
D.O.B. 11-05-1955 D.O.B. 04-29-1958
D.O.D. 01-21-2005




Armour Stephenson was the pastor of Parkway Baptist Church. He
and his wife Shirley Stephenson were on the same plane as Kevin
Holzer. They both died in the crash, leaving four living children.

Rev. Armour David Stephenson Jr.

Rev. Armour David Stephenson Jr., 49, of Lee's Summit, formerly of Marshall,
died Friday, Jan. 21, 2005, in a plane crash.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 29, at Church Triumphant
World Overcomers in Kansas City. Friends may call from 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday at
the church. Burial will be in X11 Gates Memorial Gardens. Arrangements are
under the direction of Duane E. Harvey Funeral Directors in Kansas City.

Born Nov. 5, 1955, in Marshall, he was the son of the late Armour David Sr. and
Thelma Ann Stephenson. On June 4, 1981, he married Shirley Fae Gilmore, who
also died in the plane crash. He was a 1973 graduate of Marshall High School and
a graduate of Park College in Parkville, where he received a bachelor's degree in
criminal justice and sociology. He worked as a juvenile detention officer for 22
years for the Jackson County Juvenile Court and for McCune Home for Boys and
various schools, including the Raytown C-2 School District. He and his wife began
working in ministry at The Immaculate Temple Church in Kansas City. Ordained
as a deacon in March 1991, he became pastor of Parkway Baptist Church in Kansas
City on March 16, 1995.

Survivors include four children, Michael D. Rahne, Armour David Stephenson |11,
Patrick Gene Stephenson and Gia Antoinette Stephenson; one sister, Ann White;
five brothers, Anthony Stephenson, Rodney Stephenson, Troy E. Stephenson,
Jewell L. Stephenson and David Spriggs; and one granddaughter.

“Mrs. Shirley Stephenson on
the plane before take-off.”




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI

HOPE and GIFT NKANI
Plaintiffs

V. Case No. 1016-CV08634

CITY OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

CHRISTOPHER H. DEPAUL

FATHER & SON MOVING & STORAGE

OF KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, INC.

GEORGE BRENAN

KANSAS CITY MISSOURI SCHOOL DISTRICT

SECURITAS SECURITY SERVICES USA, INC.

Defendants

Division No. 1

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DEATH OF SON AT AGE 7
“Momo” was struck by a fire engine on Woodland Avenue
in Kansas City

Obarimomoya Nkani
Grade School picture 2007-2008




Momo Nkani was killed while crossing Woodland Avenue. This
tragic wrongful death case included all of the following things:

e Failure of the Kansas City Fire Department to follow its
own procedures for operation of a fire truck during an
emergency run and for negligence in failing to prevent the
child’s death.

Negligence of a moving van’s driver in failing to move to
the right and get out of the traveled roadway.

Negligence of a nearby security person for leaving his post
and not being present on a nearby street corner at the
time of the death.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - The City Council of Kansas City has approved a $280,000 settlement
with the parents of a 7-year-old boy struck and killed by a city fire truck.

The city's settlement is in addition to a $720,000 payment from the insurance company of a
moving company that also was involved in the crash that claimed the life of Obarimomoya
Nkani (known as Momo) on March 2, 2009.

The family's attorney says the family is relieved to have some closure.

"The family knows there is a first responder who cares deeply about what happened and a
moving van driver that knows something bad happened,” said attorney John Kurtz. "The family
continues to work through the terrible loss of this child and is grateful for the support of so many
people in the community."

The lawsuit alleged negligence on the part of the city, father and son moving and storage, the
Kansas City School District and Securitas Security Service. The school district and security
company were dismissed from the lawsuit, but the family says it is re-filing.

Obarimomoya was halfway home from first grade at Woodland Elementary School when he
reportedly ran into the street and was hit by the oncoming fire truck at Ninth and Euclid.

The complaint alleged the driver failed to use the highest level of care, took a route through a
school zone a 3:30 p.m. rather than an alternate route, and didn't keep a careful lookout.

It also alleged that a moving and storage truck at the scene failed to properly respond to the fire
truck's flashing lights and sirens or to properly yield, which blocked the fire truck driver's ability
to see the boy, or the boy's ability to see the fire truck.




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PLATTE COUNTY, MISSOURI

MERCY BENJAMIN,
by and through her next friend,
Chensen Sauder
Plaintiff Case No. 11AE-CV01283
V.
Division II
JACOB A. PETERSON
Defendant

—— — — — — —

Plaintiff, age 3 months, was a passenger in her
mother’s vehicle. Defendant was under the
influence of alcohol and marijuana. Cars collided
head-on. Terrified child survived the collision.




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI

NOEL KEEN
MOLLY NUHN
DANA KEEN
LINCOLN KEEN Case No. 12CY-CV07451
Plaintiffs Division 2
V.

JOHN R. OSMUNDSON

IDEKER, INC.
Defendants

WRONGFUL DEATH OF WIFE AND MOTHER

Inattentive driver rear-ended vehicle in construction zone,
causing that vehicle then to collide head-on with the Keen
vehicle and resulting in the death of Mrs. Linda Keen and
injuries to her husband Noel Keen. Mr. Keen and the three
children of Linda and Noel were the plaintiffs.




Allegations against Osmundson were as follows:

Defendant John Osmundson was negligent by failing to exercise the highest
degree of care while operating his motor vehicle, including but not limited to the
following specific actions and omissions:

a. Defendant John Osmundson was inattentive in that he failed to
adequately monitor traffic conditions ahead.

. Defendant John Osmundson failed to keep a careful lookout;

. Defendant John Osmundson drove at an excessive speed for the
conditions then and there existing;

. Defendant John Osmundson failed to stop, slacken speed, or swerve
when defendant John Osmundson knew, or by the use of the highest
degree of care could have known, that there was a reasonable likelihood
of collision in time to have:

Stopped;
Swerved; or

Slackened his speed;

. Defendant John Osmundson drove his vehicle into the rear end of the
Lebansky vehicle, thereby causing the Lebansky vehicle to cross the
center line, be on the wrong side of the road, and collide head-on with
the Keen vehicle.

Defendant John Osmundson failed to maintain control of his vehicle;
. Defendant John Osmundson failed to yield the right of way;

. Defendant John Osmundson drove at a speed which made it impossible
for him to stop within the range of his visibility;

Defendant John Osmundson was, or may have been, negligent in other
ways that will, or may be, revealed during discovery herein.




Linda Jean Kindall Keen

Mar. 23, 1947
Moberly
Randolph County
Missouri, USA

Sep. 12, 2010
Columbia

Boone County
Missouri, USA

Linda Jean (Kindall) Keen, 63, of Moberly
Missouri, passed away Sunday, September
12, 2010, at University Medical Center in
Columbia.

Linda was born March 23, 1947, in
Moberly to Ella Hicks Kindall and Willard
Byron Kindall. Linda married her best friend
on May 27, 1965, and he survives of the
home. Other survivors include her children
and grandchildren, a brother and sister-in-
law, as well as many cousins, nieces,
nephews and friends. She was preceded in
death by her father and mother; father-in-
law, Cecil J. Keen; and mother-in-law, Vera
Lee Keen; as well as a brother-in-law, Bobby
C. Keen.

Linda was a lifelong teacher and was
passionate about making a difference in the
lives of her students and all the children she
came into contact with. She taught at Cairo
Schools, the Moberly School District and
Westran Public Schools.

She was a long term active member of
North Park Baptist Church and ministered in
countless ways. Her most admirable qualities
were her love for her family and her service
for her Savior. She enjoyed spending time
with her beloved grandchildren and traveling,
especially on trips that included her entire
family. Her service for the Lord and her
compassion for other people will long be
remembered by all the lives she touched. The
earth will never be the same without her, but
Heaven has welcomed home a good and
faithful servant.

From Moberly Monitor Index.

Linda Keen regularly wrote notes in the

inspirational books that she purchased
and kept and/or gave to her
children...like this one:



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=60869664&PIpi=35095853

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI

KAREN ANSELMI
Plaintiff

v.
ROBERT A. MINTZ

Defendant










IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT KANSAS CITY

WILLIAM ADAM WERNSMAN
KIMBERLEE WERNSMAN
Case No. 1216-CV03302

Plaintiffs Division 18

V.
McKESSON CORPORATION
CHARLES BONES
PRES SERVICES, LLC

—— — — — — — — —

Defendants




THE PARTIES

Plaintiffs: William Adam Wernsman & Kimberlee Wernsman

Defendants: McKesson Corporation
Charles Bones (McKesson employee)
Pres American Energy Services, LLC

3rd Party Defendants:

Plaintiff Adam Wernsman suffered severe personal injuries while performing
electrical work at the McKesson warehouse in Kansas City. Mr. Wernsman was
employed by Faith Technologies. McKesson Corporation had hired defendant Pres
Services to oversee the installation of a new air conditioning system in the warehouse.
Pres Services in turm subcontracted with Faith Technologies to perform the electrical
work on the job. The injury causing Mr. Wernsman to lose his leg happened when
McKesson employee Charles Bones drove a forklift (with an 11" mast) into the scissor lift
upon which Adam Wernsman was working.

Adam and his wife Kimberlee sued McKesson for the negligence of their employee
Bones and Pres Services for failing to properly oversee the coordination of the project.
McKesson filed claims against both Pres Services and Faith Technologies based upon
provisions of the construction contracts including indemnity agreements.

The case was settled after 3 years of litigation (including 25 depositions) and 2
separate intensive and lengthy mediations.




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS

TRACY KEITH

Plaintiff
Case No. 11-2281-DDC-JPO

RICHARD D. KOERNER
and
ANANSTACIO GALLARDO

— - — — — —— — —

Defendants







IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF JOHNSON COUNTY, KANSAS

JESSICA KAY CROSSLIN
THOMAS ADAMS and
JESSICA KAY CROSSLIN, as Case #14CV06156
Administrator of THE ESTATE OF Court #7
DEBORAH CLARE
Plaintiffs
V.
CHRISTINE J. CLARE, as Administrator )
of THE ESTATE OF MICHAEL A. CLARE )
Defendant )

Kansas Supreme Court
PREVENTS A KILLER’S FAMILY FROM
KEEPING LIFE INSURANCE MONEY

3 DISTRICT COURT CASES: 1 SUPREME COURT OPINION
3 PROBATE ESTATES

All claims derived from Michael Clare’s shooting and killing his wife, Deborah
Clare, on December 22, 2013 and then killing himself thereafter. The sole asset at
issue was a life insurance policy (from American Family Life Insurance Company) in
the amount of $ 231,515.84 (at the time paid into court).

Mrs. Clare’s daughter Jessica was determined to

See that the life insurance money on the life of the
Homicidal Mr. Clare should not be wholly taken by his
heirs and kept from Mrs. Clare’s heirs.

< Deborah Clare and her daughter Jessica Crosslin

Michael Clare >




Officers responded call regarding an unknown situation. When they arrived, they found two people dead
inside a house in the 10800 block of West 72nd Terrace. Both persons suffered fatal gunshot wounds.

o Police responding to a call at a Shawnee house Sunday evening found a man and his wife

dead in what they say appears to be a murder and suicide.

Police went to the house on an unknown situation about 9:25 p.m. in the 10800 block of
West 72nd Terrace. Inside the home, they found the bodies of Deborah K. Clare, 57, and
her husband, Michael A. Clare, 46. Investigators believe Michael Clare shot his wife and
then himself.

A motive has not been determined.

Both people lived at the residence.

Murder/Suicide — Dead — Michael A. Clare (Shawnee, KS)

SHAWNEE, Kan. —Shawnee Police are investigating an apparent murder-suicide at a home in the
10800 block of West 72nd Terrace.

Police found two people dead inside the home at about 9:30 p.m. Sunday. They were later
identified as 46-year-old Michael A. Clare and his wife 57-year-old Deborah Clare.

Police said they went to the home after receiving a 911 call. Police said it appears that Clare

shot and killed his wife before turning the gun on himself.



https://usgunviolence.wordpress.com/2013/12/22/murdersuicide-dead-michael-a-clare-shawnee-ks/

The Essence of the Dispute

The absolutely central issue was what would happen with the life
insurance proceeds from the American Family Insurance Company policy
which had the following features:

e The insured life was that of Michael Clare.

e The policy identified the “Primary Beneficiary” as Deborah K. Clare/spouse, and
the “Contingent Beneficiary” as “Lawful Children of Insured.”

The broad possibilities for the eventual recipient(s) of that insurance money
were as follows:

» The family of “Primary Beneficiary” Deborah K. Clare, the person killed
OR
» The family of Michael Clare, the killer of Deborah K. Clare.

The collective cases went through two distinct phases:

1st --- The Michael Clare Time of (temporary) Victory
i.e., the time during which the Michael Clare side of the cases had
caught onto a probate technicality, claiming that Deborah Clare’s
family had failed by not “causing [the Michael Clare probate
petition] to be set for hearing” and was therefore barred from
making a claim against the estate for the intentional killing of the
children’s mother.

2nd -—- The Deborah Clare Time of (lasting) Victory
The above scenario was reversed by the Supreme Court of Kansas
on March 3, 2017, when it held that the Court had “warned
against setting ‘traps’ for attorneys, and this is precisely what
happened here.” Matter of Estate of Clare, 305 Kan. 967, 389 P.3d
1274 (Supreme Court of Kansas March 3, 2017). This 180-degree
turn re-established the claim of Deborah Clare’s family against the
estate of Michael Clare for his murder of Deborah Clare. This led
to the resolution of the several cases with the vast majority of the
insurance proceeds going to Mrs. Clare’s daughter and
granddaughter.



https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I10ee07f0009d11e7b28da5a53aeba485/View/FullText.html?listSource=Search&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad6ad3f00000161b07fcccb9400ec67%3fNav%3dCASE%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI10ee07f0009d11e7b28da5a53aeba485%26startIndex%3d1%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3dSearchItem&list=ALL&rank=1&listPageSource=0aee25b27f306fc42181387fba144515&originationContext=docHeader&contextData=(sc.Search)&transitionType=Document&needToInjectTerms=False&enableBestPortion=True&docSource=3a1b5a39da80461cb93db4cbd14517f7




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT KANSAS CITY

ROBERTA REID
Plaintiff
V. Case No. 1616-CV27076

TIME WARNER CABLE BUSINESS,
L.L.C., et al.
Defendants

Pedestrian walking in the crosswalk with the light struck by industrial van.

Roberta Reid has This 5,390-Ib. van struck Mrs. Reid AETER

always been a bright her as she walked across frontotemporoparietal
and shining light in across the street in the craniectomy, evacuati
other people’s lives. crosswalk at Linwood & of subdural hematom:
She has been a lady Cleveland @ 9:28 a.m., intracerebral hemator
full of joy. Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015. & bone flap placemel

Mrs. Reid’s life was changed in an instant on January 27, 2015 when the
Time Warner Cable employee driving the van struck Roberta Reid who was walking
in the crosswalk on the way to her daily employment as a Senior Companion. The
consequences for Mrs. Reid were truly permanent, catastrophic and irreversible.
She went from herself being a caregiver and provider for others and a wholly
independent person to becoming a care recipient and one totally dependent upon
others --- now for the rest of her life.

Medical Bills: $270663.50 Life Care Plan: $2,105,972,00




Decompressive Craniectomy in the Treatment of Traumatic Brain Injur
A large right frontotemporoparietal craniectomy was turned. ...A
subcutaneous pocket was created. The bone flap was placed into
the subcutaneous pocket. ...Small twist drill was used to create a
bur hole. The Camino bolt was secured through the bur hole.
[Operative Reports 1/28/15 13:48]

On that morning in 2015, Roberta Reid was an able-bodied
79-year-old, independent lady walking to catch a bus to work.
Then, she was struck by the left-turning van. Her upper body and
head first struck on the hood of the van, and then she was thrown
violently to the ground. Here is what changed --- she went
FROM still being a mother for her children and a caregiver for her
sister
TO having those children provide care 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Daughter Kellye Pruitt providing care to her Mother




Here is Mrs. Roberta Reid sitting in her wheelchair at the front
door and enjoying the visits from the cats --- neighborhood
animals that she was formerly able to feed personally and to take
personal care of them. It is touching that they still came to visit
her on her front porch.

Settlement of the case enabled the family to purchase
a van for Roberta’s transportation and a retrofitted home
to accommodate Roberta’s needs for special care 24X7.
Her family and her caregivers today are able to meet her
needs and to provide her with the first-class environment
and care which she so very much deserves.




2019

BEFORE THE MISSOURI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

LAHOMA PAIGE,
Petitioner 1985 CASE
v.
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT

COMPANY,

—— — — —

Respondent

THE 2019 PAGE COMMEMORATES THE 35™ ANNIVERSARY OF
A CASE INVOLVING LAHOMA PAIGE---THE WIDOW OF THE
GREATEST PITCHER OF ALL TIME---SATCHEL PAIGE. A
FASCINATING CASE. AN HONOR TO REPRESENT MRS. PAIGE.

The home of Satchel Paige [2626 E. 28th St., Kansas City] is currently
being restored to its original grandeur after being damaged in a 2018 fire.



The following pages tell the story of Mrs. LaHoma Paige’s claim
against Kansas City Power & Light Company. It was a fascinating moment
in time. The 2 major positions put forth by KCPL are shown below. In
both instances, the responses of Mrs. LaHoma Paige were extremely
sweet, unassuming, and humbly delivered.

Were the Paiges Running Some Sort of Business Out of their Home?

The KCPL attorney told Mrs. Paige that she had seen in old volumes of
the Kansas City Directory where the entry read something like this:

KCPL Lawyer: “Mrs. Paige, [ see here in an old version of the Kansas
City Directory where it says this for 2626 E. 28t Street

‘Leroy Robert Paige, 2626 E. 28th Street,
Birmingham Black Barons.’

What was that all about, Mrs. Paige?”

Mrs. LaHoma Paige: “Well, that was a team my husband played for in
the Negro Leagues.”



Were the Paiges Running a Rooming House Out of their Home?

KCPL Lawyer: “Mrs. Paige, isn’t it true that you had guests stay at
your home frequently?”

Mrs. LaHoma Paige: “Yes, we did, that is true.”

KCPL Lawyer: “Some of those guests stayed for extended periods of
time, isn’t that true?”

Mrs. LaHoma Paige: “Yes, sometimes.”

Later, one of the members of the Missouri Public Service Commission returned
to the “rooming house issue” and asked this question::

Commission Member: “Mrs. Paige, I want to go back to the question
about the guests at your home. Was much of
that before Kansas City passed its Open
Housing Ordinance?”

Mrs. LaHoma Paige: “Yes, you are right about that.”

Commission Member: “And was it the case that many of your guests
had no place else to stay other than private
homes?”

Mrs. LaHoma Paige [very innocently and very sweetly and not at all
arrogantly answered and mentioned the names of a few of their guests in
the event that the Commission member might know some of them]:
“Yes, that did happen with a number of our
guests...Joe Louis, Sugar Ray Robinson, Count
Basie....”
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT KANSAS CITY

NICHOLE RENEE AGUIRRE
DOMINIC MICHAEL BONAVIA
JOE CARL ANTHONY BONAVIA
MIKA RAE THURMAN

Case No. 1916-CV12993

V.
CORRECT CARE SOLUTIONS, L.L.C.
JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, et al.
Defendants

newspaper accounts & 1

)
)
)
)
Plaintiffs ) [NOTE: Set forth below are
)
) public record pleading.]
)
)

Editorial: The Jackson County jail
should not be a death sentence

“It will probably require an expensive lawsuit and some deep soul-searching by officials to
establish the truth about the circumstances of ReGina Thurman’s January death in the Jackson
County Detention Center.” DAVID EULITT THE KANSAS CITY STAR




“...In her last hours of life, the mother of four [ReGina Thurman] was seen by two nurses
at the Jackson County jail who were sent to check on Thurman’s complaints of burning chest
pains, a backache and numbness in her left leg. The guard who had to use a wheelchair to bring
Thurman to a changing area because she was struggling physically also saw her distress. And
one of her daughters, a nurse, desperately tried to call the jail when she was alerted to her
mother’s failing condition by another female inmate who had access to a phone. Jail staff
transferred the daughter’s call to voicemail. Not once. Not twice. But four times.

Imagine her anguish when she arrived at the jail ... she was told her mother was dead.
Two Tums, over-the-counter antacid tablets, were the extent of the medication Thurman
received. At least until she was discovered without a pulse. ... An autopsy later determined that
an aortic dissection was the cause of death. That’s a condition where the main artery to the heart
shreds and tears. ...

A $3.2 million annual contract should guarantee more accountability. That’s the amount
Jackson County pays Nashville-based Correct Care Solutions for health care at the jail.” ...

Doctors say Jackson County jailhouse
death might have been avoided

BY MIKE HENDRICKS MHENDRICKS@KCSTAR.COM  APRIL 16,2017 07:00 AM
“Jackson County jail inmate ReGina R. Thurman displayed classic symptoms of someone
whose main blood vessel, the aorta, was about to burst. The 53-year-old Kansas City-area
woman complained of burning chest pains and backache, and her left leg had gone numb.
[She]...should have been transported immediately to a hospital emergency room, two
cardiologists told The Star. Yet records show that the only medical care Thurman received at the
Jackson County Detention Center during the hour that passed between first seeing a nurse about
her chest pain and slumping to the floor lifeless were two antacid tablets and a bit of advice. ...
The Mayo Clinic and other experts say tears in an artery’s walls, known as dissection, almost
always result in a fatal rupture if not treated with drugs or surgery. ...
‘No question they should have sent her to the ER with that background,” cardiologist
Alan Forker said, referring to Thurman’s hypertension. Forker...added, ‘Clearly, [what
happened] was not the way to handle her.” ...
...the county did issue the following comments: ...
‘On the late evening of January 19, 2017, Department of Corrections staff
contacted Correct Care Solutions staff and requested and received their
assistance. Any questions regarding the medical care of Ms. Thurman in our
facility should be directed to Correct Care Solutions.’



http://www.correctcaresolutions.com/
mailto:MHENDRICKS@KCSTAR.COM

... ‘Because the story you are developing deals with the specific health aspects of a patient, [a
Correct Care Solutions]’ a spokesman said, ‘by regulation we are unable to response in detail.
We consider the care of our patients to be a top priority at CCS, and we are giving this our full
attention.” ...

...she began having chest pains around midnight.... ‘A burning sensation in her chest’ is
how the sheriff’s report described it. The intake nurse checked her vital signs. “‘They were
good,” she told one of the sheriff’s deputies who investigated Thurman’s death. So she gave
Thurman two Tums tablets and sent her back to the holding area. But the pain didn’t go away.
Forty-five minutes later, jail staff advised the nurse that ‘“Thurman was on the floor complaining
about left leg numbness and back pain.” ... Thurman’s daughter Aguirre got a phone call from an
inmate at the jail...[who] advised that Thurman was lying in a cell curled up in a ball, advising
that she was having chest pains and no one was listening to her.’

Aguirre, a hospital nurse...began calling the jail to get information about her mother.
She said she talked to four different staff members, and each time she was transferred to a voice
mail. ...As Aguirre frantically tried to get ahold of someone with knowledge of her mother’s
condition, the nurse who’d given Thurman the Tums asked a nurse on duty on another floor to
come down and give her a second opinion. That second nurse theorized that Thurman’s back
and leg pains might be her sciatic nerve acting up from sitting in intake all day. However, those
same symptoms, when coupled with the chest pains, are indicative of either an oncoming heart
attack or tear of the aorta, according to the doctors The Star consulted.

“Those are typical symptoms of aortic dissections,’ said a prominent heart surgeon
currently on staff at an area hospital.... ‘It probably should have been suspected.” .... ‘Thisisa
familiar story of dissections being missed,” he said. ‘They think it’s an upset stomach. But I
would say they should have sent her to the ER.’

Instead, about 1 a.m., one of the correctional officers decided it was time for Thurman to
change into jail clothes. After being wheeled into the dressing room, Thurman sat on a bench for
a moment before slumping and then sliding onto the floor. The guard summoned the nurse, who
first thought Thurman was holding her breath as she lay on the floor. *She kept telling Thurman
she needed to breath (sic) and relax and she needed to get dressed,” investigators said. But when
she checked Thurman for a pulse and found none, the nurse began resuscitation efforts and asked
someone to call paramedics. They arrived at 1:25 a.m., and Thurman was pronounced dead 46
minutes later. ...”

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI
AT KANSAS CITY

NICHOLE RENEE AGUIRRE, et al.

)
Plaintiffs )
vi. ) Case No. 1916-CV12993
CORRECT CARE SOLUTIONS, L.L.C., et al. )
Defendants )

PLAINTIFFS’ SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT

COME NOW plaintiffs and state to the Court that the payment of monies
described within Judge Adam Caine’s July 2, 2020

JUDGMENT and ORDER APPROVING SETTLEMENT PURSUANT TO
8§537.080 & §537.095 R.S.MO.

has been fully satisfied by receipt of payment from defense counsel.
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